In the yard before the bomb fell, and when they came up
they found three people badly hit in the yard, whilst out In
the street four people had been killed.  One of the women
was about seventy and she just sat knitting away placidly as
she was telling the story. In fact, it Is this extraordinary
calmness everywhere in the face of all their difficulties which
I really find the most striking thing about the Finnish people.
Then I went to see some houses which had really suffered
direct hits. These were small two-storied buildings built of
wood and stone. There was no q uestion of anyone still living
there; all the wooden parts of the houses were completely
gutted by fire.   One house In particular had received a direct
hit* and all that was left was one wall with a bit of a staircase
still clinging to it; the rest was just a pile of broken masonry.
We got hold of an old man who used to live in this
house and he told me of the miraculous escape he had had.
He and his wife and sister had managed to get down to the
cellar just before the whole building came tumbling about
their ears. Two other people In the house had been killed
as they were running down the stairs, but these three In the
cellar were absolutely unhurt except for a few bruises caused
by bricks falling from the cellar roof They waited down
there some time while the Russian planes power-dived over
the houses and spattered them with machine-gun bullets.
Well, these are two positive cases of bombs falling on
workers9 houses InHelsinki, and there are many more, though
the story in each case would be just the same. What the
Russian press and wireless mean by such extraordinary state-
ments I do not know, particularly as they are so contradictory,
for it was only the other day that we were threatened in Hel-
sinki with a real lesson from the air! However, that is the
Russians* affair, I suppose. The reports obviously do not cut
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